Recommended Reading
Year 8

The Outsiders by S E Hinton
Teenagers in a small Oklahoma
town have split into two gangs,
divided by money, tastes and
attitude. The Socs' idea of having
a good time is beating up
Greasers like Ponyboy Curtis.
Ponyboy knows what to expect
and knows he can count on his
brothers and friends - until the
night someone takes things too
far, and life is changed forever.
Click on the image to read the
first few chapter.

Coram Boy by Jamila Gavin
The Coram man takes babies and
money from desperate mothers,
promising to deliver them safely to a
Foundling Hospital in London.
Instead, he murders them and buries
them by the roadside, to the helpless
horror of his mentally ill son, Mish.
Mish saves one, Aaron, who grows up
happily unaware of his history,
proving himself a promising
musician. As Aaron's new life
takes him closer to his real family, the
watchful Mish makes a terrible
mistake, delivering Aaron and his
best friend Toby back into the hands
of the Coram man.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time by Mark Haddon
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time is a murder mystery novel
like no other. The detective, and
narrator, is Christopher Boone.
Christopher is fifteen and has
Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a
very great deal about maths and very
little about human beings. He loves
lists, patterns and the truth. He hates
the colours yellow and brown and
being touched. He has never gone
further than the end of the road on
his own, but when he finds a
neighbour's dog murdered he sets
out on a terrifying journey which will
turn his whole world upside down.
Click on the image to read an extract
from the novel.

Lord of the Flies by William Golding
One of my favourite books - I read it
every couple of years.' (Suzanne
Collins, author of The Hunger
Games)
A plane crashes on a desert island.
The only survivors are a group of
schoolboys. By day, they discover
fantastic wildlife and dazzling
beaches, learning to survive; at night,
they are haunted by nightmares of a
primitive beast. Orphaned by society,
it isn't long before their innocent
childhood games devolve into a
savage, murderous hunt ...
Click on the image to read the first
few pages.

The Secret Garden by Frances
Hodgson-Burnett
What little girl can turn a whole household
upside down and breathe new life back into
a strange, old manor? The wonderfully
contrary, strong-willed, angry,
misunderstood Mary Lennox.
When Mary Lennox is sent to Misselthwaite
Manor to live with her uncle, everybody says
she is the most disagreeable-looking child
ever seen. It is true, too. Mary is pale, spoilt
and quite contrary. But she is also horribly
lonely. Then one day she hears about a
garden in the grounds of the Manor that has
been kept locked and hidden for years.
And when a friendly robin helps Mary find
the key, she discovers the most magical place
anyone could imagine....
Click on the image to read the first few
chapter of the novel.

The Haunting by Margaret Mahy
Eight-year-old Barney has been haunted
before. He thought it was something he'd
just grow out of, like the imaginary friends
his step-mother believes he has. But this
time it's different. Footsteps follow him,
there's a demanding voice barking orders
and Barney begins to feel that sometimes
his body is not his own at all . . .
With the help of his sisters, Tabitha and
Troy, Barney sets out to uncover the truth
about their family secrets and to find out
once and for all who it is who's haunting
him.
A thrilling ghost story about a 'mostly
ordinary' family and a secret legacy.
Click on the image to read the first
chapter of the novel.

Z for Zachariah by Robert C O’Brien
A powerful post-apocalyptic novel in
which nuclear war has devastated
America
Ann Burden has been living alone in a
valley for over a year - until Loomis, a
scientist in a radiation-proof suit,
arrives. She hopes they will be
companions but his behaviour
towards her becomes increasingly
threatening as he attacks her and
then cuts off her food supply and
tries to bring her under his control.
Although there may be no one else
alive, Ann steals his suit and leaves
the valley in search of humanity.
Click on the image to read the first
few pages.

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in
two worlds: the poor
neighbourhood where she was
born and raised and her posh
high school in the suburbs.
The uneasy balance between
them is shattered when Starr
is the only witness to the fatal
shooting of her unarmed best
friend, Khalil, by a police
officer. Now what Starr says
could destroy her community.
It could also get her killed.
Click on the image to read
extracts from the novel.

The Hobbit by J R R Tolkien
Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet
and contented life, with no
desire to travel far from the
comforts of home; then one
day the wizard Gandalf and a
band of dwarves arrive
unexpectedly and enlist his
services – as a burglar – on a
dangerous expedition to raid
the treasure-hoard of Smaug
the dragon. Bilbo’s life is never
to be the same again.
Click on the image to read the
first few pages.

How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff
How I Live Now is the powerful and engaging
story of Daisy, the precocious New Yorker
and her English cousin Edmond, torn apart as
war breaks out in London.
Fifteen-year-old Daisy thinks she knows all
about love. Her mother died giving birth to
her, and now her dad has sent her away for
the summer, to live in the English
countryside with cousins she's never even
met.
There she'll discover what real love is:
something violent, mysterious and
wonderful. There her world will be turned
upside down and a perfect summer will
explode into a million bewildering pieces.
How will Daisy live then?

Click on the image to read the first few
pages.

The Hound of the Baskervilles by
Arthur Conan Doyle
The Hound of the Baskervilles is
Arthur Conan Doyle’s third stand
alone novel with detective Sherlock
Holmes. Sherlock Holmes returns
from his duel with Professor Moriarty
and is called to solve a death on the
moors of south western England.
Assisted by his partner Dr. John
Watson, Sherlock must pit his famous
skill of deduction against an ancient
curse and a demonic hound.
Click on the image to read the first
few pages.
Read free online at:
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/285
2/2852-h/2852-h.htm

I am David by Anne Holm
David escapes from the concentration camp
where he has spent his entire life and flees
across Europe. He is utterly alone – who can
he trust? What will await him? And all the
while, how can he be sure that they won’t
catch up with him . . .
This is the remarkable story of David’s
introduction to the world: sea, mountains
and flowers, the colours of Italy, the taste of
fruit, people laughing and smiling, all are
new to David. David learns that his polite
manner, his haunted eyes and his thin
features are strange to other people. He
must learn to fend for himself in this strange
new world.
.
Click on the image to read the first few
pages.

The Giver by Lois Lowry
It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain.
No one in the community wants for anything.
Everything needed is provided. And at twelve years
old, each member of the community has their
profession carefully chosen for them by the
Committee of Elders.
Twelve-year old Jonas has never thought there was
anything wrong with his world. But from the
moment he is selected as the Receiver of Memory,
Jonas discovers that their community is not as
perfect as it seems.
It is only with the help of the Giver, that Jonas can
find what has been lost. And it is only through his
personal courage that Jonas finds the strength to do
what is right…
The Giver is the award-winning classic of bravery
and adventure that has inspired countless
dystopian writers as the forerunner of this genre.

Click on the image to read the first few pages.

For a fuller reading list, please visit:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-8-pupilsks3-age-12-13/

