Recommended Reading
Year 7

Watership Down by Richard Adams
Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic
rural landscape, this stirring tale of
adventure, courage and survival
follows a band of very special
creatures on their flight from the
intrusion of man and the certain
destruction of their home. Led by a
stouthearted pair of friends, they
journey forth from their native
Sandleford Warren through the
harrowing trials posed by predators
and adversaries, to a mysterious
promised land and a more perfect
society.
Click on the image to read the first
few pages.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
The Book Thief tells the story of Liesel, a little
girl who is taken to a new home because her
mother can't afford to take care of her. The
story is told by Death, who becomes a
character you come to respect and even feel
sorry for by the end. The narration puts an
odd perspective on the story. Much of what
Death says is very philosophical, and even
beautiful.
The Book Thief is set in Nazi Germany, at the
start of World War Two. On the journey to
her new home, Liesel's younger brother dies
and she steals her first book: The
Gravedigger's Handbook. When she arrives
at her new home, she suddenly has a new
mama and papa. Haunted every night by
nightmares of her brother's death, Liesel and
her Papa set themselves the challenge of
reading the book, Liesel's last link to her
brother.
Click on the image to read an extract from
the beginning of the novel.

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman
Cameron is thirteen and in
need of a heart transplant
when a pioneering doctor
approaches his family with a
startling proposal. He can give
Cameron a new heart - but
from a pig. Cameron is fed up
with just sitting on the side of
life, always watching and
never doing. He has to try - to
become the world's first pigheart boy.
Click on the image to read the
first few pages.

The Box of Delights by John Masefield
A magical old man has
asked Kay to protect the
Box of Delights, a Box
with which he can travel
through time. ... ' A
magical old man has
asked Kay to protect the
Box of Delights, a Box
with which he can travel
through time. But Kay is
in danger: Abner Brown
will stop at nothing to get
his hands on it.

The Call of the Wild by Jack London
The Call of the Wild is a short
adventure novel, set in Yukon,
Canada, during the 1890s
Klondike Gold Rush, when
strong sled dogs were in high
demand. The central character
of the novel is a dog named
Buck. The story opens at a
ranch in Santa Clara Valley,
California, when Buck is stolen
from his home and sold into
service as a sled dog in Alaska.
Click on the image to read the
first few pages.

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell
Black Beauty spends his youth in a
loving home, surrounded by friends
and cared for by his owners. But
when circumstances change, he
learns that not all humans are so
kind. Passed from hand to hand,
Black Beauty witnesses love and
cruelty, wealth and poverty,
friendship and hardship . . . Will the
handsome horse ever find a happy
and lasting home?
Click on the image to read the first
few pages.
Download a Kindle edition from
Amazon totally free or follow the link
to read free online:
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/271/
271-h/271-h.htm

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
The first book in the ground-breaking
Hunger Games trilogy, set in a dark
vision of the near future, a terrifying
reality TV show is taking place.
Twelve boys and twelve girls are
forced to appear in a live event called
The Hunger Games.
There is only one rule: kill or be
killed.
When sixteen-year-old Katniss
Everdeen steps forward to take her
younger sister's place in the games,
she sees it as a death sentence. But
Katniss has been close to death
before. For her, survival is second
nature.
Click on the image to read the first
few pages.

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by
Mildred D. Taylor
Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry
follows a feisty African-American
girl - Cassie Logan - as she grows
up in Mississippi during the Great
Depression and learns the
shocking realities of racism.
Cassie finds it difficult to
understand why the farm means
so much to her father. But, as she
witnesses the hatred and
destruction all around her, she
begins to learn the importance of
standing up for your rights.
Click on the image to read the
first few pages.

The Sword in the Stone by T H White
The extraordinary story of a
boy called Wart - ignored by
everyone except his tutor,
Merlyn - who goes on to
become King Arthur. When
Merlyn the magician comes to
tutor Sir Ector's sons Kay and
the Wart, schoolwork
suddenly becomes much more
fun. After all, who wouldn't
enjoy being turned into a fish,
or a badger, or a snake? But
Merlyn has very particular
plans for the Wart.
Click on the image to read the
first chapter.

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine
L’Engle
When Charles Wallace Murry goes
searching through a 'wrinkle in time'
for his lost father, he finds himself on
an evil planet where all life is
enslaved by a huge pulsating brain
known as 'It'. How Charles, his sister
Meg and friend Calvin find and free
his father makes this a very special
and exciting mixture of fantasy and
science fiction, which all the way
through is dominated by the funny
and mysterious trio of guardian
angels known as Mrs Whatsit, Mrs
Who and Mrs Which.
Click on the image to read the first
few pages.

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes
In Chicago, a white police officer shoots and
kills black 12-year-old Jerome, mistaking a
toy gun the child is playing with for a real
one. As a ghost, young Jerome witnesses the
aftermath of his death, including scenes with
his family, the police and the media.
Jerome goes on to meets another ghost, that
of the real life figure Emmett Till: a black boy
whom himself was murdered in 1955. Till
shows Jerome that hundreds of other "ghost
boys" just like them are left to roam the
streets of America. The story also follows
other characters, including Sarah, the
daughter of the white officer who killed
Jerome, Jerome's friend Carlos, whose toy
gun Jerome was playing with, and Jerome's
younger sister Kim.
Click on the image to read the first few
pages.

The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper
It's Christmas-time in the Stanton
family house: presents, carol singing,
good cheer. But for eleven-year-old
Will Stanton, something sinister has
begun, inching round his
subconscious, shouting silent
warnings he can't decipher. Then on
Midwinter Day, Will wakes up to a
different world: silent, covered in
snow and ancient forest, a world of
another time. A world where evil
lurks.
Because Will is not the ordinary boy
he always thought he was. He is the
last of the Old Ones and the power to
vanquish the evil magic of the Dark
lies within him.
Click on the image to read the first
few pages.

For a fuller reading list, please visit:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks3pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-7-pupilsks2-age-11-12/

