Holocaust Memorial 2021
Reading List: KS4 and 5
Writers and literature help to keep
the stories of people in our
consciousness; so that we never
forget.

Holocaust Memorial :
RECOMMENDED READING Year 10
Maus:
By addressing the horror of the Holocaust through cartoons, the author
captures the everyday reality of fear and is able to explore the guilt, relief and
extraordinary sensation of survival - and how the children of survivors are in
their own way affected by the trials of their parents. A contemporary classic
of immeasurable significance.
The Pulitzer Prize-winning Maus tells the story of Vladek Spiegelman, a
Jewish survivor of Hitler's Europe, and his son, a cartoonist coming to terms
with his father's story. Maus approaches the unspeakable through the
diminutive. Its form, the cartoon (the Nazis are cats, the Jews mice), shocks
us out of any lingering sense of familiarity and succeeds in 'drawing us closer
to the bleak heart of the Holocaust' (New York Times)

Holocaust Memorial :
RECOMMENDED READING Year 11

Night
Born into a Jewish ghetto in Hungary, as a child, Elie Wiesel was
sent to the Nazi concentration camps at Auschwitz and
Buchenwald. This is his account of that atrocity: the everincreasing horrors he endured, the loss of his family and his
struggle to survive in a world that stripped him of humanity,
dignity and faith. Describing in simple terms the tragic murder of a
people from a survivor’s perspective, Night is among the most
personal, intimate and poignant of all accounts of the Holocaust.
A compelling consideration of the darkest side of human nature
and the enduring power of hope, it remains one of the most
important works of the twentieth century

Holocaust Memorial :
RECOMMENDED READING Year 12
The Book Thief:
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has
never been busier, and will be busier still.

By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed when she picks up a
single object, partially hidden in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's
Handbook, left behind there by accident, and it is her first act of book
thievery. So begins a love affair with books and words, as Liesel, with
the help of her accordion-playing foster father, learns to read. Soon she
is stealing books from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library,
wherever there are books to be found.
But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's foster family hides a Jew
in their basement, Liesel's world is both opened up, and closed down.

Holocaust Memorial :
RECOMMENDED READING Year 13
The Reader:
For 15-year-old Michael Berg, a chance meeting with an older woman
leads to far more than he ever imagined. The woman in question is
Hanna, and before long they embark on a passionate, clandestine love
affair which leaves Michael both euphoric and confused. For Hanna is
not all she seems.
Years later, as a law student observing a trial in Germany, Michael is
shocked to realize that the person in the dock is Hanna. The woman he
had loved is a criminal. Much about her behaviour during the trial does
not make sense. But then suddenly, and terribly, it does - Hanna is not
only obliged to answer for a horrible crime, she is also desperately
concealing an even deeper secret

