Diverse
Reads
KS4 & 5
Books with black,
Asian and minority
group authors or
main characters

Recommended Reading
Just when seventeen-year-old Matt thinks he can't
handle one more piece of terrible news, he meets a girl
who's dealt with a lot more--and who just might be able
to clue him in on how to rise up when life keeps
knocking him down.
Matt wears a black suit every day. No, not because his
mom died--although she did, and it sucks. But he wears
the suit for his gig at the local funeral home, which pays
way better than the Cluck Bucket, and he needs the
income since his dad can't handle the bills (or anything,
really) on his own. So while Dad's snagging bottles of
whiskey, Matt's snagging fifteen bucks an hour. Not bad.
But everything else? Not good. Then Matt meets Lovey.
Crazy name, and she's been through more crazy stuff than
he can imagine. Yet Lovey never cries. She's tough. Really
tough. Tough in the way Matt wishes he could be. Which
is maybe why he's drawn to her, and definitely why he
can't seem to shake her. Because there's nothing more
hopeful than finding a person who understands your
loneliness--and who can maybe even help take it away.

Recommended Reading
How can I hold myself together, when everything around
me is falling apart?
Neena's always been a good girl - great grades, parentapproved friends and absolutely no boyfriends.
Neena’s brother Akash disappeared 10 months ago and
her parents are broken with grief. As she tries to find out
what’s happened to him, her grip on reality starts to
crack. She's been slowly falling apart - and uncovering a
new version of herself who is freer, but altogether more
dangerous.
As her wild behaviour spirals more and more out of
control, Neena's grip on her sanity begins to weaken too.

And when her parents announce not one but two lifechanging bombshells, she finally reaches breaking point.
But as Neena is about to discover, when your life falls
apart, only love can piece you back together.

Recommended Reading
NOT EVERY GIFT IS A BLESSING
Every morning, Melanie waits in her
cell to be collected for class. When
they come for her, Sergeant Parks
keeps his gun pointing at her while
two of his people strap her into the
wheelchair. She thinks they don't like
her. She jokes that she won't bite.
But they don't laugh.
Melanie is a very special girl.

Recommended Reading
The award-winning, genre-defying novel by the New York Times
bestselling author of THE DEATH OF VIVEK OJI that explores themes
of identity and justice and asks: How do you share the truth when
the world around you is in denial?
Pet is here to hunt a monster. Are you brave enough to look?
There are no monsters anymore, or so the children in Lucille are
taught. Jam and her best friend, Redemption, have grown up with the
lesson that the city is safe for everyone. But when Jam meets Pet, a
creature who some might call monstrous but, in reality, is anything
but, she must reconsider what she's been told. Pet has emerged from
one of her mother's paintings to hunt a true monster--and the
shadow of something grim lurks in Redemption's house. No one has
encountered monsters in years, though, and Jam's quest to protect
her best friend and uncover the truth is met with doubt and disbelief.
This award-winning novel from a rising-star author asks: What really
makes a monster, and how do you save the world from something if
no one will admit it exists?

Recommended Reading
Set in the deep American South between the
wars, THE COLOR PURPLE is the classic tale of
Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and
segregation. Raped repeatedly by the man she
calls 'father', she has two children taken away
from her, is separated from her beloved sister
Nettie and is trapped into an ugly marriage. But
then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery,
singer and magic-maker - a woman who has
taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually
Celie discovers the power and joy of her own
spirit, freeing her from her past and reuniting
her with those she loves. 'One of the most
haunting books you could ever wish to read ...
it is stunning - moving, exciting, and wonderful'
Lenny Henry

Recommended Reading
'I write about being a Black American
woman, however, I am always talking about
what it's like to be a human being. This is
how we are, what makes us laugh, and this
is how we fall and how we somehow,
amazingly, stand up again' Maya Angelou

In this first volume of her seven books of
autobiography, Maya Angelou beautifully
evokes her childhood with her
grandmother in the American south of the
1930s. Loving the world, she also knows its
cruelty. As a Black woman she has known
discrimination, violence and extreme
poverty, but also hope, joy, achievement
and celebration.

