Diverse
Reads
Books with black,
Asian and minority
group authors or
main characters

Recommended Reading: Year 7
A heart-wrenching true story about life in a Kenyan refugee camp
that will restore your faith in real-life happy endings.

Omar and his brother Hassan, two Somali boys, have spent a long
time in the Dadaab refugee camp. Separated from their mother, they
are looked after by a friendly stranger. Life in the camp isn't always
easy. The hunger is constant . . . but there's football to look forward
to, and now there's a chance Omar will get to go to school . . .
With a heart-wrenching fairytale ending, this incredible true story is
brought to life by Victoria's stunning illustrations. This book perfectly
depicts life in a refugee camp for 8-12 year olds.
'Does everything one can ask of a book, and then some.' Kirkus
'Fantastic graphic novel.' The New York Times Book Review
'Sensitive and poignant.' School Library Journal
'Not to be missed.' Booklist

Recommended Reading: Year 7
This debut middle-grade novel chronicles the harrowing
journey taken by Sami and his family from privilege to
poverty, across countries and continents, from a comfortable
life in Damascus, via a smuggler's den in Turkey, to a prison in
Manchester. A story of survival, of family, of bravery ... In a
world where we are told to see refugees as the 'other', this
story will remind readers that 'they' are also 'us'.

Recommended Reading: Year 8
Boston was nothing like South Carolina. Up there, colored folks
could go anywhere they wanted. Folks didn't wait for church to dress
in their fancy clothes. Fancy was just life. Mama was a city girl . . .
and now I was going to be one too.
It's 1944, and in a small, Southern, segregated town, eleven-year-old
Ella spends her summers running wild with her cousins and friends.
But life isn't always so sunny.
The deep racial tension that simmers beneath their town's peaceful
facade never quite goes away, and Ella misses her mama - a beautiful
jazz singer, who lives in Boston.
So when an invitation arrives to come to Boston for a visit Ella is
ecstatic - and the trip proves life-changing in more ways than one. For
the first time, Ella sees what life outside of segregation is like, and
begins to dream of a very different future.
But her happiness is shattered when she returns home to the news
that her classmate has been arrested for the murder of two white
girls - and nothing will ever be the same again.

Recommended Reading: Year 8
A heartbreaking and powerful story about a black boy killed
by a white police officer, drawing connections with real-life
history, from award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes.
ALIVE
Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn't get into trouble. He goes to
school. He does his homework. He takes care of his little sister.
Then Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy
gun for a real threat.
DEAD
As a ghost, watching his family trying to cope with his death,
Jerome begins to notice other ghost boys.
Each boy has a story and they all have something in common...
Bit by bit, Jerome begins to understand what really happened not just to him, but to all of the ghost boys.

Recommended Reading: Year 9
Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in Otera, a deeply patriarchal ancient kingdom,
where a woman's worth is tied to her purity, and she must bleed to prove it. But
when Deka bleeds gold - the colour of impurity, of a demon - she faces a
consequence worse than death. She is saved by a mysterious woman who tells
Deka of her true nature: she is an Alaki, a near-immortal with exceptional gifts.
The stranger offers her a choice: fight for the Emperor, with others just like her,
or be destroyed...
"Fans of Children of Blood and Bone and Black Panther are going to adore this
one." -Buzzfeed
"[A] stormingly good debut" - The Observer
"Namina Forna could be the Toni Morrison of YA Fantasy." - Refinery 29
"The Gilded Ones redefines sisterhood and is sure to leave readers both inspired
and ultimately hopeful." --Stephanie Garber, #1 NYT bestselling author of
Caraval
"The Gilded Ones is a fierce, unflinching fantasy that marks Forna as a debut to
watch." - Kiersten White, New York Times bestselling author of And I Darken
"Debut author Namina Forna's created a fierce female protagonist you'll root for
and a captivating world that feels so real you can step inside it." - Bookriot

Recommended Reading: Year 9
WINNER OF THE STONEWALL BOOK
AWARD
A boy comes to terms with his identity
as a mixed-race gay teen - then at
university he finds his wings as a drag
artist, The Black Flamingo. A bold story
about the power of embracing your
uniqueness. Sometimes, we need to
take charge, to stand up wearing pink
feathers - to show ourselves to the
world in bold colour.
'I masquerade in makeup and feathers
and I am applauded.'

