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| Books we read just for
pure enjoyment
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‘OUTSTANDING...a stunningly 3
good read’ WDEPENDENT cf

Seen through the eyes of Christopher, a
mathematical genius and Sherlock Holmes
fan, who also has Asperger's syndrome,
this bestselling novel opens with the
discovery of a murdered dog on the
neighbour's lawn.

In his search to discover the identity of the
killer, Christopher uncovers some
disturbing information about his own
family, which throws his ordered world
into chaos, and he embarks on a journey
to London to find the mother he thought
was dead.



GEORGE ORWELL

Winston Smith works for the
Ministry of Truth in London, chief
city of Airstrip One. Big Brother
stares out from every poster, the
Thought Police uncover every act of
betrayal. When Winston finds love
with Julia, he discovers that life
does not have to be dull and
deadening, and awakens to new
possibilities.



One night, Starr and her childhood
friend Khalil get pulled over by police.
They end up shooting and killing Khalil
after apparently mistaking the boy's
hairbrush for a gun. Starr is the only
witness and has to decide whether to
use her voice to try and fight for justice.
What follows is a brilliant and
fantastically told exploration of race in
America - and of growing up, too.
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™ Hailsham seems like a pleasant English

boarding school, far from the influences of the
city. Its students are well tended and
supported, trained in art and literature, and
become just the sort of people the world
wants them to be. But, curiously, they are
taught nothing of the outside world and are
allowed little contact with it.

Within the grounds of Hailsham, Kathy grows
from schoolgirl to young woman, but it’s only
when she and her friends Ruth and Tommy
leave the safe grounds of the school (as they
always knew they would) that they realize the
full truth of what Hailsham is.



‘Athriller, a gripping tale’

They are an unlikely pair: George is
"small and quick and dark of face";
Lennie, a man of tremendous size, has
the mind of a young child. Yet they
have formed a "family," clinging
together in the face of loneliness and
alienation. Laborers in California's
dusty vegetable fields, they hustle
work when they can, living a hand-to-
mouth existence. But George and
Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of
land and a shack they can call their
own.



The Sign of Four

As a dense yellow fog swirls through the
streets of London, a deep melancholy has
descended on Sherlock Holmes, who sits in
a cocaine-induced haze at 221B Baker
Street. His mood is only lifted by a visit
from a beautiful but distressed young
woman - Mary Morstan, whose father
vanished ten years before. Four years later
she began to receive an exquisite gift every
vear: a large, lustrous pearl. Now she has
had an intriguing invitation to meet her
unknown benefactor and urges Holmes
and Watson to accompany her.



The railway signal-man of the title tells the
narrator of an apparition that has been
haunting him. Each spectral appearance
precedes a tragic event on the railway on
which the signalman works. The
sighalman's work is at a signal-box in a
deep cutting near a tunnel entrance on a
lonely stretch of the railway line, and he
controls the movements of passing trains.
When there is danger, his fellow sighalmen
alert him by telegraph and alarms. Three

- times, he receives phantom warnings of
CHARLES DICKENS danger when his bell rings in a fashion that
o S e e only he can hear. Each warning is followed
el by the appearance of the spectre, and then
by a terrible accident.




H. G. WELLS
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TIME MACHINE

So begins the Time Traveller’s astonishing firsthand
account of his journey 800,000 years beyond his
own era—and the story that launched H.G. Wells’s
successful career and earned him his reputation as
the father of science fiction. With a speculative leap
that still fires the imagination, Wells sends his brave
explorer to face a future burdened with our
greatest hopes...and our darkest fears. A pull of the
Time Machine’s lever propels him to the age of a
slowly dying Earth. There he discovers two bizarre
races—the ethereal Eloi and the subterranean
Morlocks—who not only symbolize the duality of
human nature, but offer a terrifying portrait of the
men of tomorrow as well.



THE WAR
OF THE WORLDS

H. G. WELLS

When an army of invading Martians
lands in England, panic and terror
seize the population. As the aliens
traverse the country in huge three-
legged machines, incinerating all in
their path with a heat ray and
spreading noxious toxic gases, the
people of the Earth must come to
terms with the prospect of the end
of human civilization and the
beginning of Martian rule.
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The short story, A Sound of
Thunder, involves a Time Travel
Safari where rich businessmen pay
to travel back to prehistoric times
and hunt real live dinosaurs.



This is the tale of the mild-mannered Dr.
Jekyll and the drug that unleashes his evil,
inner persona—the loathsome, twisted Mr.
Hyde—has lost none of its ability to shock.
Its realistic police-style narrative chillingly

‘;f\.llﬂ‘?*;&{'” 1 relates Jekyll's desperation as Hyde gains
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Sl 10 - control of his soul—and gives voice to our
ROBERT LOUIS . . . .
STEVENSON own fears of the violence and evil within us.

Written before Freud's naming of the ego
and the id, Stevenson's enduring classic
demonstrates a remarkable understanding
of the personality's inner conflicts—and
remains the irresistibly terrifying stuff of our
worst nightmares.
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ENGLISH

‘A book to fall in love with:
a funny book, a true book,
a shattering book™
The Times

‘Made me laugh and
wemble all the way
through ... a triumph’
Emma Donoghue,

Lying in front of Harrison Opoku is a body, the body of
one of his classmates, a boy known for his craz
basketball skills, who seems to have been murdered
for his dinner.

Armed with a pair of camouflage binoculars and
detective techniques absorbed from television shows
like CSI, Harri and his best friend, Dean, plot to bring
the perpetrator to justice. They gather evidence—
fingerprints lifted from windows with tape, a wallet
stained with blood—and lay traps to flush out the
murderer. But nothing can prepare them for what
happens when a criminal feels you closing in on him.
Recently emigrated from Ghana with his sister and
mother to London’s enormous housing projects, Harri
is pure curiosity and ebullience—obsessed with
Eummy candy, a friend to the pigeon who visits his

alcony, quite possibly the fastest runner in his school,
and clearly also fast on the trail of a murderer.
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It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is
holding its breath. Death has never been
busier, and will be busier still.

By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is
changed when she picks up a single object,
partially hidden in the snow. It is The
Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind there
by accident, and it is her first act of book
thievery. So begins a love affair with books
and words, as Liesel, with the help of her
accordian-playing foster father, learns to
read. Soon she is stealing books from Nazi
book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library,
wherever there are books to be found.
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