
Year 8
Class Readers

Books we read just for 
pure enjoyment



Seen through the eyes of Christopher, a 
mathematical genius and Sherlock Holmes 
fan, who also has Asperger's syndrome, 
this bestselling novel opens with the 
discovery of a murdered dog on the 
neighbour's lawn.

In his search to discover the identity of the 
killer, Christopher uncovers some 
disturbing information about his own 
family, which throws his ordered world 
into chaos, and he embarks on a journey 
to London to find the mother he thought 
was dead.



Nessa and her friends attend Boyle 
College to train for the most 
dangerous time of their lives - The 
Call. Without warning, each one of 
them will wake in a terrifying land, 
alone and hunted, with a one-in-ten 
chance of returning alive. No one 
believes Nessa can make it, but 
she's determined to prove them all 
wrong.



The Diary of a Young Girl tells the story 
of Anne Frank, a Jewish girl who went 
into hiding with her family during the 
Second World War. It offers a remarkable 
portrait of a maturing young woman 
forced into an unbelievable situation but 
rising to the occasion.



When the downtrodden animals of Manor 
Farm overthrow their master, Mr Jones, and 
take over the farm themselves, they 
imagine it is the beginning of a life of 
freedom and equality. But gradually a 
cunning, ruthless elite among them, 
masterminded by the pigs Napoleon and 
Snowball, starts to take control.



William Golding's 1954 novel "Lord 
of the Flies" tells the story of a 
group of young boys who find 
themselves alone on a deserted 
island. They develop rules and a 
system of organization, but without 
any adults to serve as a civilizing 
impulse, the children eventually 
become violent and brutal.



Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-
skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought - a 
'colourless' member of the underclass who 
were once slaves to the Crosses. The two 
have been friends since early childhood. 
But that's as far as it can go. Until the first 
steps are taken towards more social 
equality and a limited number of Noughts 
are allowed into Cross schools. Against a 
background of prejudice and distrust, 
intensely highlighted by violent terrorist 
activity by Noughts, a romance builds 
between Sephy and Callum - a romance 
that is to lead both of them into terrible 
danger.



SE Hinton was just 17 years old when 
she wrote this exciting story of gang 
rivalry. The story features the Socs and 
the Greasers and explores themes of 
class conflict, affection, brotherly love 
and coming of age. This is teenage 
fiction at its best.



A powerful post-apocalyptic novel in which 
nuclear war has devastated America.

Ann Burden has been living alone in a valley for 
over a year - until Loomis, a scientist in a 
radiation-proof suit, arrives. She hopes they will 
be companions but his behaviour towards her 
becomes increasingly threatening as he attacks 
her and then cuts off her food supply and tries 
to bring her under his control. 



Meet Martyn Pig. His name may be bad, but his life 
is worse.

Martyn's life is miserable, and it always has been. 
His mother is gone. His father hates him. But at least 
things can't get any worse. Or so he thought.

When his father dies in a sudden accident, Martyn 
realizes that for the first time in his life, he has a 
choice. Sure, he could report what happened - and 
move in with his horrible Aunty Jean. Or he could 
get rid of the body and move on with the rest of his 
life. So Martyn comes up with a foolproof plan to 
hide the body. Hey, what could go wrong?



The Turn of the Screw tells the story 
of a governess, desperate to protect 
her children from evil as they 
experience strange encounters at a 
remote country house. 



Now recognized as a timeless 
classic, this introduction to the 
hobbit Bilbo Baggins, the wizard 
Gandalf, Gollum, and the 
spectacular world of Middle-earth 
recounts of the adventures of a 
reluctant hero, a powerful and 
dangerous ring, and the cruel 
dragon Smaug the Magnificent.
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