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Boundlessly energetic Layla is over the
moon when she’s offered a scholarship to
a fancy school, but this exciting new
chapter of her life gets off to the worst
possible start when she stands up to a
bully, who happens to be the son of a Very
Important Person. Since Layla’s wise
parents “had taught her to yell in the face
of injustice,” she won’t remain silent when
subjected to racism and islamophobia
(“Get your towelhead face out of our
school. In fact, get out of our COUNTRY.
You’re not welcome here”), but it’s Layla
who ends up being suspended.
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CAN AN HONBST"Qi
MAN SURVIVE?

TANYA LHNDMHN

CARNEGIE MEDAL-WINNING AUTHOR

The astonishing story of a young
man's quest to find justice for his
father, from the Carnegie Medal-
winning author of Buffalo Soldier.
Holding the reader in suspense
throughout it charts the growth of a
frightened boy into a brave young
man with the inspiration drawn
from the shocking true story of
Thomas Benson, an eighteenth-
century Devonshire smuggler.
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‘PUWERFUL, RELATABLE AND UPLIFTING
Emily Basr, authar of The Dee Memary of Flara Sanks
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Neena's always been a good girl - great
grades, parent-approved friends and
absolutely no boyfriends. But ever since her
brother Akash left her, she's been slowly
falling apart - and uncovering a new version
of herself who is freer, but altogether more
dangerous. As her wild behaviour spirals
more and more out of control, Neena's grip
on her sanity begins to weaken too. And
when her parents announce not one but
two life-changing bombshells, she finally
reaches breaking point. But as Neena is
about to discover, when your life falls apart,
only love can piece you back together.



Fifteen-year-old Muzna has a passionate ambition to become
a novelist, but her parents have other plans. Boys, make-up
and hair removal are strictly forbidden, and they want her to
become a doctor — “#BrownGirlProblems”, as Muzna describes
her predicament. When labeled a terrorist by a classmate in
her new school, “Guy Candy” Arif sticks up for her, and it’s not
long before they strike up a friendship, and more. She starts
attending meetings with Arif and his older brother Jameel,
and her eyes are opened to the media’s anti-Muslim bias, and
to Western demonisation of Islam. The brothers encourage
her to pray, and she’s gifted a hijab, which she hides from her
parents, since her father insists “it was only the 'ignorant’ who
clung to Islamic teachings”. Being sharp-minded and
qguestioning, Muzna is keen to understand different facets of
Islam, but she’s conflicted when Jameel says her parents
aren’t “real Muslims”, and he can’t be right when he declares
“writers of fiction are among the worst of people”, can he?
Muzna’s conflicts are sharply evoked, and there are moments
that will have you begging her to listen to her friends when
they reach out to her. But the truth only fully hits Muzna as
time is running out, and she must summon the strength to
remain true to the talented, intelligent young woman she is.
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Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-
skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought - a
'colourless' member of the underclass who
were once slaves to the Crosses. The two
have been friends since early childhood.
But that's as far as it can go. Until the first
steps are taken towards more social
equality and a limited number of Noughts
are allowed into Cross schools. Against a
background of prejudice and distrust,
intensely highlighted by violent terrorist
activity by Noughts, a romance builds
between Sephy and Callum - a romance
that is to lead both of them into terrible
danger.




The award-winning author of The Hate U Give
returns with a powerful story about hip hop,
freedom of speech - and fighting for your
dreams, even as the odds are stacked against
you. Bri wants to be one of the greatest
rappers of all time. As the daughter of an
underground hip hop legend who died right
before he hit big, Bri's got massive shoes to
fill. But when her first song goes viral for all
the wrong reasons, Bri finds herself at the
centre of controversy and portrayed by the
media as more menace than MC. And with an
eviction notice staring her family down, Bri no
longer just wants to make it - she has to. Even

ANGIE THOMAS if it means becoming the very thing the public
BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE WATE U GIVE has made her OUt tO be.
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f the first page doesn’t make you want to read
on then this isn’t the book for you. It’s violent
and to the point — it’s psychological suspense at
its best and provides a window into a school
where respect for others doesn’t appear to exist
but why? Jackson is determined to find out and
investigating a teacher’s death might just do it.



Not only exciting, consistently good
short stories on the theme of
change but authored by established
and debut BAME authors, allowing
every young adult to see
themselves as writers.




Amber Rai is only ‘truly alive’ when running
and shows great potential. But her alcoholic,
abusive, misogynistic father refuses to allow
her on the track. She has seen her older
sister Ruby denied university and married off
against her will and her downtrodden,
abused mother is literally powerless to help,
trapped as much by illiteracy and lack of
English as the violence of her equally
illiterate, unemployed husband. Amber has
friends and teachers who believe in her, but
she cannot explain what really goes on at
home. She is a complex and believable
character with very real flaws that she
painfully recognises: ‘inflicting pain on
others/halves your own hurt’.
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Bri’s inherited house, with its massive
grounds and apothecary, is in quaint,
curious, countrified Rhinebeck. On arrival,
she follows a trail of clues left by her aunt
Circe and discovers a deadly Poison
Garden. Then she reads a letter from Circe
declaring that “fate has a way of catching
up to us. You must decide if you can
continue this work, because you are the
only one that can.” Turns out it’s no
coincidence that Bri’s full name (Briseis)
and those of her birth mom and aunt
(Selene and Circe) are powerful women
from Greek myth.
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The story of a young man and the special
relationship he forms with the lollipop man who
once saved his life, Zebra Crossing Soul Song is an
original and touching coming of age story, full of
insight and set to a playlist of songs that will have
all readers swaying in time to its music. Lenny is
eighteen and resitting his psychology A level,;
revising episodic memory sets him thinking about
his friend Otis, and how their conversations over
the years at Otis’s zebra crossing have left ideas
and music imprinted on his mind, more indelibly
even than those black and white marks on the
road. It’s a relationship strong enough to endure
through the different pressures on both of them.
Scattered with song lyrics, and seeded with truths,
this memorable and absorbing story moved me to
tears.



Melanie is a very special girl. Dr Caldwell calls
her 'our little genius'. Every morning,
Melanie waits in her cell to be collected for
class. When they come for her, Sergeant
keeps his gun pointing at her while two of his
people strap her into the wheelchair. She
thinks they don't like her. She jokes that she
won't bite, but they don't laugh. Melanie
loves school. She loves learning about
spelling and sums and the world outside the
ity e classroom and the children's cells. She tells
her favourite teacher all the things she'll do
M.R. CAREY when she grows up. Melanie doesn't know
why this makes Miss Justineau look sad.

NOT EVERY GIFT IS A BLESSING
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